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Deer Seymour4 

I am rather anxiously looking for saneona who ten help me in the 
laborstory work for our exobloiogy progrw, and I would be very grateful 
to you for any suggest ions. While there will have to be Industrial support 
for the actual daotgn and construction of the instrumentation, there is a 
greet daai of beckground work that we have to continue to do here, Idea? iy 
I wou?d look for somaona uho was both an accanpilrhed biophystcist wtth a 
specialty in optfcs and a microbioiogtst who had had considerable experience 
with the composition of ooiir from both a bfoiogical and a chemical stand- 
potnt. But I do not think It wiii be possible to find such a paragon and 
I would be contsnt to flnd saneona who was strong in any one of these 
respects, It is important, however, that whoever we get should know how 
to usa a ml croscope and understand what he sees. For various reasons, this 
is gettfng to be mora of a crash program than ? would have liked and ? am 
quite anxious to ffnd someone who might be able to start on th?s fafriy 
SOOW We cou?d offer a positlon as a research associate at a salary that 
should be quite competitive, taking tnto accoung the speciai demands of 
the pressure of time, 

I would be espec?aiiy interested tf you can recaamend some of the 
p-is who have been through your laboratory during the last several years. 

Seymour, I wonder if you have any reecttons of your arm to the program 
we are getting under my. j uouid be very pleased to have any comments you 
might cara to make on the most fruitful approeches to this challenging 
problem. In addftton to the fancy uitravtoiet axperimant that ts mentioned 
tn the accarrpanytng meterie?, wa are also ssttrng up a much sfmpier battery 
of microcuiturss with a variety of nutriant media which could be scanned 
rathsr simply for changes In light scattering or In electrical conductivity. 

1 should have triad to contact you about thts bafors and I can’t think 
why I haven’t except that we are so far eway now and that it has been some 
time since we have run into one another. I would be very much interested to 
IQarrn if you have any deep personal interest in exobiology and if so, we 
might expiora the possibii~ty of ways of ent?cfng you to come out here 
yourself for an tntarvai. , -..\ 

+-a: 
Yours s incerei y, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Benet i cs 


